Swanley Town Council
Civic Centre, St Marys Road, Swanley, Kent, BR8 7BU
Tel: 01322 611663
www.swanleytowncouncil.gov.uk
FULL COUNCIL 2nd May 2018
7:30PM THE CIVIC CENTRE
MINUTES
Present:

Mayor Cllr Ball, Leader Cllr Morris, Deputy Leader Cllr Dyball,
Cllr Darrington, Cllr L Gaire, Cllr Halford, Cllr Hogg, Cllr
Komolafe, Cllr Scott, Cllr Searles, Cllr Southern, Cllr Willingale

Officers:

CEO Steve Nash,
Democratic Services Officer Barbara Playfoot

Blessing:

The Mayor had invited Father Dane Batley-Gladden to say a short
prayer after the Presentation of Awards and invited those not wishing
to take part to leave at this time.
Prior to the Public Session Cllr H Willingale made a declaration that he
was no longer a member of the Conservative Party and would see out
his term of office as an Independent Councillor

Public Session

Cllr Ball asked if there were any questions.
A resident from Archer Way quoted the Public Participation wording
from the Summons text and asked that at the Extraordinary meeting
the Mayor did not clarify whether he was giving permission to speak
or not during the meeting.
The resident went on to ask if the map showing the areas of land
ownership on the website could be bought up to date.
The CEO confirmed that this was in hand

10438 To receive Apologies for Absence
Cllr M Horwood, Cllr C Barnes, Cllr J Barnes, Cllr S Gaire
10439 To receive Declarations of Interest
NONE
10440 To approve as correct the Minutes of the Meeting held on Wednesday 7th March
2018
APPROVED
10441 To receive Minutes of Committees and approve recommendations
contained therein:
Development Control
7th March 2018
21st March 2018
Development Control
21st March 2018
Policy & Finance
AGREED
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10442 SUBSCRIPTION TO KALC & NALC FOR 2018/2019
To agree to subscribe to KALC & NALC membership
The CEO explained the benefits of renewing the subscription to KALC and NALC for
both councillors and council staff
Cllr Dyball supported the renewal but did refer to an experience several years ago
when she required advice but found it difficult as she had to authenticate her request.
The CEO assured her that each council has its own credentials to access the KALC
website and he will share these details with all the councillors.
Cllr Halford said that he was in favour with renewing the subscription to KALC but not
NALC as he felt that they did not offers any benefits. The CEO said that NALC
provided both the CILCA and SLCC awards which some of the council staff were
studying currently.
Cllr Morris said that he had been a NALC representative for several years and had
experienced good feedback from other town/parish councils. He was hoping that Cllr
Darrington would take this duty on.
Cllr Hogg commented that it would be a grave injustice if the subscription was not
renewed
RESOLVED – KALC & NALC subscription to be renewed for 2018/19

10443 UPDATE ON WOODLANDS
To receive a verbal update on the Woodlands sale from the CEO
The CEO reported that the contracts should have been with him today (2nd May)
following some changes to the contracts put forward by Cllr Southern. 2 of the 4
suggestions had been agreed and the contracts have been redrafted now just
awaiting agreement from STC on the signature block
NOTED
10444 APPRAISAL REVIEW
To note the review period and there are no recommendations from the CEO
Appraisal review has been sent for information by email
NOTED
10445 PRESS POLICY REVIEW
To note the review period and there are no recommendations from the CEO
Press policy review has been sent for information by email
NOTED – the renew period and no changes to the Press Policy
Mayors Communication
To receive such communications as the Town Mayor may desire to lay before the
Council (Councillors are reminded that no decision making may take place as a result
of this item)
The Mayor reported that this was his last meeting and he was happy to report he had
quite a busy time since the last Full Council meeting
12th March 2018 – attended the Commonwealth Flag day and was joined by Sir
Michael Fallon, Lord Sax, members of the council and council staff.
13th March 2018 – both he and Mrs Christine Hudson attended the funeral of Guy
Hartdyke
20th March 2018 - both he and the Deputy Mayor Cllr Lesley Dyball attended the Lord
Lieutenant Civic Service in Canterbury Cathedral.
28th March 2018 – Annual Town Meeting
29th March 2018 - judged the Easter bonnet competition at St Marys School
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18th April 2018 - attended the Lizzy Yarnold parade which attracted a good crowd
from Swanley and surrounding areas, it was good to see all the local schools lining
the way
19th April 2018 - attended Poppy Appeal awards which was acknowledging the
dedicated Poppy sellers some of them had served 25-30 years
20th April 2018 – attended the Mayor of Croydon’s Dinner and Dance
22nd April 2018 – attended the British MX Championship at Canada Heights and then
returned to Swanley Town Centre to the St Georges Day Parade which was a new
event this year, he hoped that it will grow in support. He added that he enjoyed
judging the best Knight and Damsel.
25th April 2018 – hosted the Mayors Charity Dinner at Fahims, he thanked Mrs
Christine Hudson who helped planned the evening, he added that the event raised
£316 and the total raised for his charity the Therapy Centre Swanley this year was
£1370.60
Report from County and District Councillors
Councillors are reminded that no decision making may take place as a result of this
item
Cllr Dyball reported that the first meeting of the Levy board had been planned for the
8th May 2018
Cllr Southern reported he had submitted a Freedom of Information request on the
allocation of the CIL payments and he had received an answer from SDC. He
précised the report by informing the meeting that there were two levels of CIL one at
£75 per sq metre (Swanley area) and £125 per sq metre (Sevenoaks) however when
the distribution of the monies is made all areas receive £125 per sq metre so in this
instance the Swanley area gain. He also said that there was £3.1 million to be
allocated across the Sevenoaks district.
Cllr Scott reported that she had met with Portfolio holder at KCC this week to discuss
the potholes in the White Oak ward and has positive feedback that they are being
dealt with.
Date of next meeting – 6th June 2018
Forthcoming Meetings – To note the following dates
9th May 2018 – Mayor Making
16th May 2018 – Policy & Finance
16th May 2018 – Development Control

Council Members:
Mayor Cllr L Ball
Leader Cllr R Morris
Deputy Leader Cllr L Dyball
Cllr C Barnes
Cllr J Barnes
Cllr P Darrington
Cllr L Gaire
Cllr S Gaire

Cllr J Halford
Cllr M Hogg
Cllr M Horwood
Cllr E Komolafe
Cllr N Scott
Cllr V Southern
Cllr T Searles
Cllr H Willingale
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Kent Association of Local Councils

MEMBERSHIP INFORMATION PACK
FOR THE
2018/2019 YEAR

Please bring this information pack, and accompanying information, to the attention of your
Council/Meeting at its NEXT MEETING so that the enclosed SUBSCRIPTION INVOICE can
be authorised for payment. The full range of services provided by both the National
Association (NALC) and the Kent Association are shown in this information pack and the
NALC Benefits of Membership briefing note.
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As the first tier of local government closest to their communities, Parish and Town Councils
and Parish Meetings (Local Councils) have a key role to play in shaping their localities. With
national and local debates around the devolution of services, and changes in the Audit
Framework and the new EU General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR) coming into effect
on 25 May 2018, it will be difficult for you to provide a full service to your electorate if your
Council stands alone without the support of the Kent and National Associations' professional
expertise. This vital support is available to your Council through membership of the Kent
Association (KALC) and NALC. We are delighted that 304 Local Councils across Kent and
Medway are currently members of KALC and NALC which represents 96.2% membership.
KALC continues to refine its services to ensure maximum benefit for member Councils
through feedback from our Annual Membership Survey.
•
•

•

•

•
•
•

•

•
•

Following feedback, we have continued to update our website to make it easier for
councillors and clerks to access information and our Events Management on-line
booking system for registering for Conferences and Workshops.
Also as a direct result of the Membership Survey, we set up an HR Advice Service with
a specialist HR company (HR Services Partnership), who provide advice at a reduced
rate for KALC member councils. We also have a Locum Advice Service in operation to
ensure that we continue to provide member Councils with an excellent advice service
when the Local Councils Adviser is on holiday. The feedback on this service continues
to be very positive.
The Learning and Development Programme has continued to evolve to cover a wider
range of topics/issues to provide bespoke training on request, where the training has
been held in the Parish. Topics delivered this year include: Councillor Training; Finance;
Planning; Code of Conduct; and GDPR.
There were a significant number of county and national consultations over the last year,
which we responded to on behalf of our members, for example: DCLG Provisional
2018/2019 Local Government Finance Settlement; DCLG Disqualification Criteria for
Councillors and Mayors; Planning for the Right Homes in the Right Places.
We participated in a number of national meetings/events with NALC and Government,
including on Standards/Code of Conduct.
At County level we have regular meetings with KCC Highways and Community Safety,
Kent Fire & Rescue Service, Kent Police and the Kent Police & Crime Commissioner.
KALC representatives participate on a number of outside bodies including the Kent
Community Safety Partnership, Kent Estates Partnership Board, Operation Kindle (HGV
Fly Parking), Kent Rural Board, Kent Downs AONB Joint Advisory Committee, ACRK
Management Committee, Crime Rural Advisory Group, Kent Flood Risk Management
Committee and the Medway Flood Partnership Strategic and Practitioner Groups.
As part of NALC Lobby Day on 28 March 2017, KALC met with several Kent and
Medway MPs to promote the importance of the sector and the issues affecting our
member Councils in Kent and Medway, including referendum principles and HGV Fly
Parking. KALC is taking an active part in the NALC Lobby Day on 20 March 2018 and
has already set up meetings with 5 MPs to discuss, planning, infrastructure and
transport issues, including HGV fly parking and HGVs using unsuitable roads.
We have also set up 3 Advisory Committees for Devolution, Planning and Transport,
who provide advice and guidance to the KALC Executive Committee.
We continue to develop our relationships and partnership working with key
stakeholders in Kent and Medway and nationally. Recent examples include: the KALC
Community Awards Scheme 2018, supported by the High Sheriff of Kent, Chairman of
Kent County Council and Mayor of Medway; the Fire Hydrants initiative with Kent Fire
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& Rescue Service which gained national recognition when we came runner-up in the
NALC Star Council Awards 2016 – CALC Outstanding Project of the Year; and our
Public Access Defibrillators (PADs) project, which gained national recognition when we
won the NALC Star Council Awards 2017 – CALC Outstanding Project of the Year. We
were delighted to hear that 3 lives have been saved using the PADs in Rolvenden and
Tenterden.
National Association of Local Councils (NALC)
NALC is the national body representing the interests of Local Councils or Meetings;
articulating County Associations (CALCs) and member Councils views to Government, the
media and other national organisations. They provide advice and guidance in partnership with
KALC to ensure Local Councils are the voice of local communities listened to by everyone. A
copy of the NALC Benefits of Membership briefing note – January 2018 is attached.
ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTION
Your Council’s annual subscription is based on the number of equivalent band D properties in
your Council area, though in some cases only up to a maximum. Members may recall that at
the Annual Meeting on 18 November 2017 the membership agreed that subscriptions for
2018/2019 be based on equivalent Band D properties for 2017/2018 as set out below:
“58p per equivalent band D property subject to a maximum of £1,215, plus a standing
charge of £60, all subject to VAT, and that all Councils should pay at least the NALC
subscription plus 1p per equivalent band D property”.
MEMBERSHIP runs from 1 April to 31 March. It is appreciated that your meetings
programme may not allow for immediate payment, but you are asked to ensure that payment
be agreed and forwarded at the first available opportunity and not later than 30 June 2018. A
KALC representative will be pleased to visit your Council should you need clarification about
the benefits of membership. The annual subscription covers membership of both KALC and
NALC.
BENEFITS OF MEMBERSHIP OF THE
KENT ASSOCIATION OF LOCAL COUNCILS & NALC
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LEGAL, FINANCIAL, PROCEDURAL or GENERAL ADVICE
This is free of charge as part of your subscription. Throughout the working week advice can
be obtained from the Local Councils Adviser or, in his absence, the Chief Executive will refer
your enquiry on to our Locum Advice Service. Please remember that it is the Council that is in
membership. Therefore, any request for advice must come from the Clerk (Proper Officer) to
the Council or the Chairman or, in exceptional circumstances at the discretion of the Chief
Executive, from a Councillor.
If your Council requires definitive advice on an issue please put your query in writing. Our
written reply will ensure that it has been fully researched and can be referred to with
confidence. Please be wary of advice from District Council Officers as Local Council law
differs in minor, but important, ways from the law governing District Councils. The HR Advice
Service provided specialist advice to member councils at a reduced rate. Please contact the
Local Councils Adviser for further details.
KALC is front of house for access to the NALC Legal Service which deals with more complex
cases. If you require the NALC Legal Service, you should contact KALC first (except in
the case of Direct Access Councils). This advice is FREE as part of your subscription.
Legal Topic Notes are available in the Members Section of the NALC and KALC websites.
NALC also provides briefing documents on the Local Council A-Z of services, from
allotments, burial grounds, finance and auditing to planning, the environment and village
greens.
CONSULTATION AND REPRESENTATION
Whenever a new issue emerges in Kent that affects more than one Local Council - be it the
Local Governance Finance Settlement, Planning, Transport, HGVs, Devolution, Local Audit KALC aims to ensure that all members receive full information, and, where appropriate, a
draft reply as part of the service to Member Councils.
At national level KALC works closely with NALC to represent and lobby, on behalf of member
Councils, the government, opposition parties, civil servants and other parts of the public,
private and charity sectors.
KALC has extensive networking arrangements with the Principal Authorities, and many
national and countywide bodies. This includes Kent Police, Kent Fire & Rescue Service,
South East Coast Ambulance Service, Action with Communities in Rural Kent, Campaign for
the Protection of Rural England, Imago and the Kent Equality Cohesion Council.

ANNUAL MEETING: The KALC Annual Meeting will be taking place
on Saturday 17th November 2018 at Ditton Community Centre.
Councils are entitled to send two representatives to the AGM,
regardless of whether they are the appointed representatives to the
KALC Area Committee.

4

LEARNING AND DEVELOPMENT IN 2018/2019
KALC continues to evolve its Learning and Development Programme, with new topics being
added to its already extensive list of over 50 modules. The L&D programme provides:
•
•
•

four themed annual Conferences: Clerks Conference, Councillors Conference,
Finance Conference and Planning Conference.
biennial conferences on: Chairmanship; Resilience & Emergency Planning;
Governance, Procedures & Transparency; and Crime Prevention and Safety.
modular courses.

KALC also organises additional Conferences as and when required. NALC also runs
conferences which we advertise in Parish News and on the KALC website.
We also provide modular training courses at foundation level for officers and members and
specialised courses on topics such as:
-

Planning
Information law
Allotments

- Finance
- Health and Safety
- Openness Regulations

- Chairmanship skills
- Burial Law
- VAT

All our conferences and workshops carry Continuing Professional Development (CPD) points.
The half day modular training courses are demand-led and work with smaller groups to assist
personal development and the long term aims of your Council. A full brochure of KALC
courses is available on the website, which allows members to select the courses more
efficiently.
We have also included a Councillors Development Roadmap on the website to help navigate
the courses on offer to help Councillors undertake their important role.
The KALC Executive Committee strongly encourages all Councillors and Clerks to undertake
training and for the Council to ensure that it has a training budget and training policy and plan
in place.
With lots going on it is important to regularly visit the training section on our website
and to engage with our Learning and Development updates.
COMMUNICATION
Our NEWS publication is the regular KALC newsletter
for Member Councils. It is published on the KALC
website approximately every 6 weeks throughout the
year and also sent to the Clerk for distribution to Council
members.
The News aims to inform members of Government
initiatives, funding opportunities, updates affecting
Clerks, topical matters in Kent and Medway that affect
Local Councils and through articles produced by its
members outlining their own experiences to share best
practice and encourage debate.
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NALC has a quarterly magazine, Local Council Review, a Direct Information Service, and a
weekly Bulletin from the NALC Chief Executive.
WEBSITE: The KALC website (www.kentalc.gov.uk) includes an Events Management online booking service for registering for a Conference or Workshop. It gives details of KALC,
membership, training and clerks’ vacancies etc. More significantly there is a Resources page
with access restricted to member Councils, containing up-to-date information on latest
developments, such as: Clerk’s salaries; recent legislation (e.g. GDPR) and consultations;
NALC Legal Topic Notes; minutes of the KALC Executive Committee; KALC Area Committee
meetings; and the News. You are reminded that the Resources Section is only available to
member Councils and is password protected.
The NALC website also has member only access areas, where member Councils can
download information and toolkits such as the Communications Toolkit or the Devo+ Toolkit.
CLERKS: Many Councils in Kent and Medway make good use of KALC. KALC issues a
Welcome Pack to all new Clerks, which hopefully enables them to function more efficiently
knowing that help from KALC is only a letter, or phone call away. We are also happy to
advertise Clerk vacancies on our website, which is provided free as a benefit of membership.
AREA COMMITTEES: In response to feedback from the Membership Survey we have held
workshops for Area Committee Chairmen and Vice Chairmen to share information and good
practice. We would strongly encourage all member Councils to send representatives to the
Area Committee meeting, as the Committee is extremely
important in tackling issues of concern within their
particular District/Borough, even more so given the
Localism and Devolution Agendas. They are also an
excellent forum for sharing ideas and networking. Please
ensure that your Council assists by continuing to send two
representatives to Area Committee Meetings.

BORROWING APPROVAL
One of the powers of Local Councils is the ability to borrow money. However, it is unlawful to
borrow capital finance from any source without first having received approval from the
Ministry of Housing, Communities and Local Government. If your Council is contemplating
borrowing then you must first contact KALC, who will provide official applications forms and
guidance.
Failure to obtain this approval from Government could have serious
consequences.

6

KALC PRESIDENT – Cllr John Rivers
KALC CHAIRMAN – Cllr Sarah Barker

SECRETARIAT

Chief Executive
Terry Martin
Organisation and management of the Kent Association
Servicing of Committee meetings and the Annual General Meeting
Production of Annual Report
Policy issues of a National, Regional and County nature
Creation of new Local Councils
Borrowing approval
Partnership Working

Local Councils Adviser and Learning & Development Manager
Clive Powell
Advice on legal and procedural issues
Managing the KALC Learning & Development Programme and
delivering training courses
Partnership Working/Outreach

Finance & Administration Manager
Laura Dyer
Finance
Subscriptions
Course bookings
Maintenance of Website
Membership Database
Publications
General administrative duties

Communications Officer
Tricia Casey-Green
Course bookings
News
Training Database
Publications
General administrative duties
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THE KALC STAFF

Terry Martin
Chief Executive
chief.executive@kentalc.gov.uk
Mobile: 07475 034346

Clive Powell
Local Councils Adviser
and Learning &
Development Manager
adviser@kentalc.gov.uk
Mobile: 07475 017247

Laura Dyer
Finance & Administration Manager
manager@kentalc.gov.uk
Mobile: 07475 066155

Tricia Casey-Green
Communications Officer
communications.officer@kentalc.gov.uk
Mobile: 07577 058306

PLEASE PHONE THE OFFICE FIRST BEFORE USING THE OFFICE MOBILE NUMBERS
Kent Association of Local Councils
Dover District Council Offices,
White Cliffs Business Park,
Whitfield, Dover, Kent, CT16 3PJ
Tel: 01304 820173 Fax: 01304 820174
Email: kalc@kentalc.gov.uk
Website: www.kentalc.gov.uk
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BENEFITS OF
MEMBERSHIP

Published by
National Association of Local Councils
(NALC)
109 Great Russell Street
London
WC1B 3LD
020 7637 1865
nalc@nalc.gov.uk
www.nalc.gov.uk
Unless otherwise indicated, the
copyright of material in this publication
is owned by NALC. Reproduction and
alteration in whole or part of Benefits
of Membership is not permitted
without prior consent from NALC.
If you require a licence to use NALC
materials in a way that is not hereby
permitted or which is restricted by
the Copyright, Designs and Patents
Act 1988, then contact NALC. Subject
to written permission being given, we
may attach conditions to the licence.
Every effort has been made to ensure
that the contents of this publication
are correct at the time of printing.
NALC does not undertake any liability
for any error or omission.
© NALC 2017
All rights reserved.
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Benefits of membership

ABOUT
NALC was created in 1947 to represent
the interests of local councils across
England. With around 10,000 local
councils and 85% of the country being
parished, NALC seven decades on is
the only national body catering for the
needs of local councils.
Our strength is our size, which is
why your membership through your
county association is important to us.
NALC campaign and lobby for changes
to legislation identified by you, which
help you serve your communities.
NALC are democratically run with
each county area in England providing
one councillor to sit on National
Assembly, which is responsible
for the management, conduct and
appointment of committees at NALC.
By joining your county association,

your council also becomes a member
of NALC. NALC works in partnership
with each county association in the
country, providing complementary
national and local services to best
represent and serve you.
Some tangible benefits of
membership are set out here. But
membership of this unique network
provides other benefits too – like
networking with like-minded
individuals and learning from others
about how to solve problems. Above
all, being part of a historic and yet
modern grassroots movement to
change the way England is governed
locally for the better.
Working together, NALC, county
associations and local councils can
ensure there is a strong voice for local
communities.

“As town clerk of one of the largest
local councils in the country,
NALC is invaluable in ensuring
both myself, my staff and our
councillors remain up-to-date on
initiatives, regulations, legislations
and possible grants”
Helen Ball,
Shrewsbury Town Council,
Shropshire
Benefits of membership
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JOIN US
NALC represents its members’
interests on a national level, provides
legal and financial advice and practical
guidance in partnership with county
associations. NALC campaign to
vocalise and progress its members’
interests.
This joint national and local offer
means that NALC can tailor its services
to your councils needs. Your county
association is your first point of
contact for day-to-day enquiries, but
they will refer you to NALC or contact
NALC on your behalf.
NALC helps you to best represent
and deliver for the communities you
serve through a package of support,
with a wide range of benefits.

“We would have struggled to get
our campaign started without
NALC. Its support and guidance
helped keep morale in the
campaign high and ideas focused”
Cllr Susanna Rustin,
Queens’ Park Community Council,
London
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Benefits of membership

WHAT WE DO
Campaigning
NALC raise the profile of the
issues that are important to you
and communicate your views to
government and a range of influential
organisations, in the private, charity
and public sector.
Legal, accounts and audit advice
Members councils may obtain written
legal advice from NALC’s highly
experienced solicitors. NALC’s expertly
trained team provides comprehensive
written legal guidance on the areas
of law that relate to you. There are
currently over 80 legal topic notes. The
team also produces legal briefings to
inform you about topical or new legal
issues.
Publications
NALC’s website is a hub of information
with member–only access areas
and documents. NALC also have a
quarterly magazine, LCR, fortnightly
DIS and weekly e-newsletters to keep
members up-to-date with all NALC and
local government news.
Conferences, events and training
Nothing compares to a good event,
the atmosphere of being together with
people who share the same passion as
you, the lessons you learn and advice
you take in, and the opportunity to
connect with new and old colleagues.
NALC’s national events and training
sessions are opportunities to bring our
diverse membership together to learn
about new or important initiatives,

and share ideas. They are designed
to leave you feeling re-energised —
full of zeal for your job and bursting
with fresh ideas. NALC events are
topical, relevant and specific and allow
plenty of time for sharing ideas and
networking.

“The lobbying
carried out
by NALC on
behalf of all
parish and
town councils
across England
ensures that
the sector as a
whole is seen
and heard
nationally”
Louise Dowe,
St Ives Town
Council,
Cornwall
Benefits of membership
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Publicity
NALC provide a platform to highlight
your causes and to showcase your
good work on a national level.
Standards, awards and recognition
Opportunities year-round for your
council to improve and develop to
meet your own objectives and to
best serve your local community. You
will have access to publications and
tools such as The Good Councillor’s
guide, The Good Councillor’s guide to
neighbourhood planning, The Good
Councillor’s guide to finance and
transparency and The Good Employers
guide.
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Benefits of membership

NALC works with key organisations
including the government, the Society
of Local Council Clerks (SLCC) and the
Local Government Association (LGA)
to deliver the National Improvement
Strategy. This includes a full range of
face-to-face and online training as well
as qualifications designed specifically
for those in local councils.
And after all the hard work of
improving your council and delivering
valued services to your community you
can take up the chance to celebrate
and be recognised for achievements
via the Local Council Award Scheme,
Council Spotlight and Star Councils
awards.

BENEFITS
Some of the direct benefits of
membership for local councils are set
out below:
Access to, and direct influence over,
a national family of county associations
and national body working together
to help them provide services to their
communities, understand the legal
and financial framework in which they
work, and provide a strong national
voice in the media, the government,
private, public and charity sectors.
Recent achievements include:
•
Successfully lobbying against the
extension of referenda principles
to local councils
•
Setting up an independent
company – Smaller Authorities’
Audit Appointments (SAAA) – to
procure external audit services for
our councils to save them time and
money
•
Successfully slowing the
withdrawal of council tax support
funding, ensuring £120m has been
passed on to local councils since
2013
•
Securing £4.7m for a Transparency
Fund to help smaller councils
comply with new openness rules
•
Persuading the Treasury to
consider giving the sector a share
of business rates and exempting
public conveniences from business
rates
•
New work to promote and support
the role of local councils in
devolution
•
Grant support for councils to
develop a neighbourhood plan
(£22.5m)

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

Securing measures in the Housing
and Planning Act 2016 and
Neighbourhood Planning Bill
2017 to support and strengthen
neighbourhood planning
A package of work to better
support and engage with larger
councils, including a new fees
cap at £1,750, extending the
Direct Access Scheme (DAS) to
500 local councils, establishing
a new national Super Councils
Network including LGA associate
membership
Up-to-date advice and guidance
through member only areas of
the NALC website, publications
such as NALC’s LCR magazine,
chief executive’s bulletin, DIS,
and e-newsletter; toolkits and
conferences
Up-to-date information on the
legal and financial framework in
which councils work including
access to model standing orders
and over 200 legal topic notes and
briefings
Written and telephone advice from
NALC’s highly experienced team
of solicitors and an external expert
on finance and audit, dealing with
around 900 queries last year
Communications advice and
guidance including media
relations, marketing and help with
crisis communications
Advice and guidance on your role
as employers

Benefits of membership
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HOW TO JOIN
Membership of NALC offers excellent
value for money. You cannot be a
member of NALC without being a
member of your county association. To
become a member or to renew your
membership, you simply need to:
1.

Join your county association.
County association details can be
accessed from the NALC website
or by calling on: 020 7637 1865

2.

NALC will charge you 6.73p* per
elector in a parish area for your
NALC membership (*From 1 April
2018 this figure will change to
6.85p per elector).

3.

NALC membership fees will be
capped at £1,750 per council per
financial year.

4.

This cost will be added to your
annual county association
membership fee.

“A county
association’s
value comes
from providing
day-to-day
advice when
issues present
themselves.
NALC’s ability
to influence
policy and lead
strategically
makes
them vital
in realising
an effective
tier of local
government”
Jennie
Thomas, Stone
Parish Council,
Kent
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Benefits of membership

“Only NALC and county
associations can
properly support local
democracy in action.
Ensuring nationally
that the government
and other policy makers
understand the worth
and needs of local
councils and through
our county associations
with practical support
and procedural advice”
Jackie Weaver,
Cheshire Association of
Local Councils

Benefits of membership
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