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Chairm an’s I nt roduct ion   

I t ’s m y pleasure to welcom e you to the Annual Report  for 2016/ 17. 

Those present  at  last  years AGM m ay recall that  no one was nom inated for the 

posit ion of chairm an. At  a subsequent  com m it tee m eet ing, the m at ter was 

discussed and it  was agreed that  I  should take on the role of act ing chairm an 

for the next  year. Your com m it tee has held regular m eet ings during that  t im e. 

Cllr  John Barnes joined us and, I  hope he agrees, has set t led in well.  I  wish to 

take this opportunity to thank all m y fellow com m it tee m em bers for their  t im e 

and cont inuing com m itm ent .  

I  think our act ivit ies throughout  the year have been well docum ented in the 

newslet ters;  for ease of reference, they are sum m arised later in this annual 

account . Copies of our quarter ly newslet ters are available on the Twinning 

website (or will be short ly) . On a st r ict ly tem porary basis, I  cont inued to 

produce the newslet ter and undertook to m anage the m em bership database. 

These roles are ‘up for grabs’ as it  were – please nom inate yourself or ask 

som eone else to nom inate you for elect ion at  this year’s AGM. By the way, if 

you could take any of the workload from  the shoulders of com m it tee m em bers 

but  don’t  part icular ly want  to join the com m it tee, you would, nevertheless, be 

m ost  welcom e!  

As an organisat ion, it  is well known that  we have found it  difficult  to find new 

m em bers. Our resources are lim ited and there isn’t  an overwhelm ing dem and 

in and around Swanley. That  said, we have seven new m em bers, four Town 

councillors am ongst  them , and look forward to m ore joining this com ing year. 

Swanley Town Council has provided us with som e very welcom e support  and 

publicity opportunit ies – a chance to address the Town Meet ing, a stand at  the 

French Market  and a showcase event  in the Clocktower Pavilion. True, the 

response wasn’t  t rem endous but  we’ll keep t rying with the Council’s support , 

assistance and encouragem ent .  

Both our nat ions share sim ilar it ies m any of which are em bedded in Europe. You 

can include the weather – though the weather in Verr ières is generally  warm er in 

sum m er than Swanley and colder in winter  but  with global warm ing that  could all 

change!  There are sim ilar it ies between our towns histor ically  and with the 

proxim ity of our Capital cit ies. Nat ionally ,  there are cultural and architectural 

sim ilar it ies and differences.  

However, dur ing m ore than thir t y  years of fr iendship between our Twin towns, it ’s 

proved to be the people who have m ade it  work, not  the weather, not  nat ional or  

local polit ics. Whenever we m eet , the atm osphere is genuinely fr iendly;  we have a 

com m on purpose to enjoy our neighbours despite som e cultural and polit ical 

differences. Whenever a terr ible terror ist  at tack occurs in Br itain, France or 

elsewhere in the wor ld, we all share the sam e shock, gr ief and disbelief.   

What  about  the future? France has a new President , we have a General Elect ion!  

We already have “Brexit ”  (wherever that  will lead! ) .  We both have the Trum p 

effect  (whatever that  is! )  so who knows what  will happen in the future.  Twinning 

wor ldwide is based on peace, fr iendship and cooperat ion -  long m ay it  cont inue!  

Toujours, vive le Jum elage!  

Roger Bryan. 



SW ANLEY &  DI STRI CT TW I NNI NG ASSOCI ATI ON 

	

	  Page 6	

Secretary’s Report   

I t  is w ith great  pleasure that  I  present  the 2016-2017 Annual General Report .  This 

report  is a reflect ion of the Swanley & Dist r ict  Twinning Associat ion’s 

achievem ents and it s challenges from  1st  Apr il 2016 and is presented to the 

Annual General Meet ing (AGM)  on Monday, 12th June 2017.  

With respect  to the day- to-day funct ioning of the Swanley & Dist r ict  Twinning 

Associat ion, m em bers of the Execut ive Com m it tee are chosen not  only for  their  

expert ise and exper ience, but  also for  their  dedicat ion as well as resilience and 

com m itm ent  to the ideals of the associat ion. 

Every devoted effor t  to tacking the im m ediate challenges facing Swanley & Dist r ict  

Twinning Associat ion, part icular ly  those that  threaten to underm ine sustainabilit y  

of the organisat ion has been highlighted. New Mem bership num ber has im proved 

slight ly  which is a t rue m anifestat ion of the dedicat ion, integr it y  and hard work of 

the Com m it tee m em bers and especially  the Host ing Secretary. St rategic 

Engagem ent  plat form  with the public e.g. ‘French Market ’ and ‘Discover France 

with Us’ have been prepared and delivered through the t ireless effor ts of the 

Com m it tee m em bers. I n this f inancial year, there have been init iat ives to provide 

robust  collaborat ion with local schools that  m ay be interested in the pr inciples of 

Swanley & Dist r ict  Twinning Associat ion and to at t ract  younger people to 

Twinning. There are no proposals to increase m em bership annual subscr ipt ions 

( current ly  £10.00 for  a fam ily) .   

The following people were elected to the Execut ive Com m it tee at  the 2016 AGM or 

at  the next  com m it tee m eet ing:  

President :     The Mayor of Swanley (Established)  

Chairm an (Act ing) :     Roger Bryan  

Treasurer:      Audrey Haynes 

Secretary:     Br im a Abibu 

Mem bership Secretary:   Roger Bryan (Tem porary)  

Host ing Secretary:    Chr ist ine Hudson  

Newslet ter  Editor :    Roger Bryan (Tem porary)  

Publicit y :     Roger Bryan (Tem porary)  

Website & Facebook Manager:   Roger Bryan (Tem porary)  

Nom inated Representat ive of Swanley Town Council:  John Barnes 

Auditor  -  TBC 

Swanley & Dist r ict  Twinning Associat ion has st ruggled financially  but  was able to 

work diligent ly  to keep the organisat ion solvent .  Our t reasurer (Audrey Haynes) , 

together with the Execut ive Com m it tee has endeavoured to keep our books 

balanced. Var ious m em bers have put  in considerable effor t  to raise funds for  the 

Associat ion and we are grateful for  their  dedicat ion. 

As always, Ram bles cont inue to be the m ost  organised and popular event  for  

m any of our m em bers. Their  annual calendar of events is already out  and 

regular ly  published in our Newslet ters.  

There is substant ial need to encourage m em bers to at tend the Forum . However, 

this year the Annual May Exchange v isit  was very successful.  The recept ion on 

Saturday 29th Apr il 2017 went  well.   
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The t r ip to Waddesdon Manor on Sunday, 30th Apr il 2017 was successful and so 

was the ‘Full English Breakfast ’ on Monday 1st  May 2017, which was splendidly 

laid out  and enjoyed by all.  Moreover, the RUNGI S cam e back with good news and 

confident  that  they and their  potent ial Twinners will now progress on as the 

groundwork has been done. 

Our Newslet ters have been sent  elect ronically  to m em bers, thanks to Roger 

Bryan. The Associat ion’s website is undergoing a t ransform at ion and Roger is 

working hard to sustain a robust  and m odern website for  Swanley & Dist r ict  

Twinning.  

Over the past  year, several at tem pts on consultat ion to review our ‘Serv ice Level 

Agreem ent ’ w ith the Swanley Town Council rem ain deferred. Mem bers of Swanley 

& Dist r ict  Twinning Associat ion have worked diligent ly  together to find the r ight  

balance between effect ive funct ioning and the support  we receive from  Swanley 

Town Council.  As such, it  is expected that  this relat ionship will cont inue and 

flour ish going forward. 

Having com pleted m ore than five years as Honorary Secretary in March 2017, I  

cont inue to look forward to support ing and enhancing the work and profile of 

Swanley & Dist r ict  Twinning Associat ion dur ing m y tenure and feel pr iv ileged to be 

part  of this unique organisat ion. I  am  especially  indebted to the m em bers of the 

Execut ive Com m it tee for  their  com m endable dedicat ion to the sustainabilit y  of 

Twinning. We st ill have room  for  new m em bers on the Execut ive Com m it tee if you 

would like to be part  of this unique success story. My v ision of Swanley & Dist r ict  

Twinning Associat ion is that  of a ‘Br ighter  Future’ and I  look forward to another 

fulf illing year ahead.   

Brim a Abibu, Secretary. 

 

 

TREASURER’S REPORT 

The Accounts and Sum m ary for  the year to 31st March 2017 are shown on the 

following two pages:   
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Sw anley &  Dist r ict  Tw inning Associat ion 

Accounts to 31st  March 2017 

       
          

  RECEI PTS PAYMENTS 
CR 

BALANCE 

DR 

BALANCE 

       
MAY VI SI T 2016      

English Receipts £1,045.00   -   -   -  

Euros  -  £1,056.98   -   -  

Gift s for  French  -  £124.81   -   -  

  £1,045.00  £1,181.79   -  ( £ 1 3 6 .7 9 )  

       
MEMBERSHI P FEES £290.00   -  £ 2 9 0 .0 0    -  

       
SWANLEY TOWN COUNCI L         

Grant  received £250.00  -   -   -  

Refreshm ents -  prom ot ion  -  £4.75   -   -  

Pr int ing  -  £25.89   -   -  

I nsurance  -  £212.50   -   -  

  £250.00  £243.14  £ 6 .8 6     

       
COMMI TTEE EXPENDI TURE      

Flowers -  Mr & Mrs St rat ford  -  £24.98   -   -  

AGM -  Refreshm ents  -  £18.85   -   -  

AGM -  Room  Hire  -  £30.00   -   -  

Royal Br it ish Legion – Poppy Wreath  -  £20.00   -   -  

Grant  -  Mrs Hudson  -  £50.00   -   -  

  £0.00  £143.83   -  ( £ 1 4 3 .8 3 )  

       
SOCI AL COMMI TTEE      

Chr istm as Dinner at  Cast le Hotel £591.00  £539.00   -   -  

  £591.00  £539.00  £ 5 2 .0 0    -  

       
FORUM DES ASSOCI ATI ONS      

Ferry -  Grant  from  Com m it tee -  £100.00   -   -  

Travel Expenses £93.36  £93.35   -   -  

Refreshm ents -  £19.30   -   -  

Donat ions received £44.92  -   -   -  

  £138.28  £212.65   -  ( £ 7 4 .3 7 )  

       
I NTEREST RECEI VED £0.03  -   -   -  

       

BALANCES £ 2 ,3 1 4 .3 1   £ 2 ,3 2 0 .4 1     ( £ 6 .1 0 )  

          
 

 

 

 



SW ANLEY &  DI STRI CT TW I NNI NG ASSOCI ATI ON 

	

	  Page 9	

 

Sw anley &  Dist r ict  Tw inning Associat ion 

Accounts to 31st  March 2017 

          
          
   CR DR BALANCE 

      
BALANCES at  31st  MARCH 2016      

      
I NCOME   £4,144.59   -    

       

EXPENDI TURE    -  £4,212.87  ( £ 6 8 .2 8 )  

      

BANK & SAVI NGS ACCOUNTS     

      
Business Prem ier Account   £101.77  -    

Com m unity Account   £328.56  -    

Nat ional Savings *   £0.07  -    

    -  £ 4 3 0 .4 0   

       

BALANCES at  31st  MARCH 2017      

       

I NCOME   £2,314.31   -    

       

EXPENDI TURE    -  £2,320.41    

     ( £ 6 .1 0 )  

       

BANK & SAVI NGS ACCOUNTS       

       
Business Prem ier Account   £101.80   -    

Com m unity Account   £322.43   -    

Nat ional Savings *   £0.07   -    

     £ 4 2 4 .3 0   

*  Note:  This account  closed May 2011.      

          
     
          

Exam iner 's Cert if icate:       

       
I  have exam ined the I ncom e and Expenditure of Swanley & Dist r ict  Twinning Associat ion from  

the records given to m e and I  am  sat isfied the above accounts are in accordance with the 

inform at ion supplied. 

       

       

  Signed:  …………………………………………….…………   Date:  …………………………………………………… 
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The Exchange W eekend 2 0 1 7  –  the Chairm an’s Breakfast  Speech!  

Addressed to the Mayor of Swanley, Madam e President , ladies and gent lem en, 

fr iends – new and old, old and young -  from  Verr ières le Buisson and Swanley and 

the representat ives from  Rungis.  

We welcom e all of you and are especially  delighted to welcom e the fam ilies and 

younger people for  they could play a pivotal part  in the future of Twinning. We 

hope you found the t im e shared, between hosts and guests, was the m ost  

enjoyable part  and that  you will all want  to do it  again. 

We have been very for tunate with the weather, nevertheless, our annual 

exchange weekend always seem s too short ,  never enough t im e to do everything 

but  we hope you have been looked after  well and have enjoyed the program m e of 

the last  couple of days. From  the recept ion on Saturday, our t r ip to Waddesdon 

yesterday and this m orning’s breakfast ,  all have passed sm oothly. Huge thanks 

m ust  go to Chr issy, our host ing secretary and diligent  organiser.  

Yesterday was an except ional day. Waddesdon Manor was a revelat ion for  m e and, 

I  im agine, to all those who hadn’t  been before. I t ’s a m agnificent  m anor house 

built  in the sty le of a French Chateau, containing m any unique t reasures and 

works of ar t  -  a lit t le like Chant illy  but  with exot ic birds in an aviary instead of 

horses!  

Twinning was founded on peace and fr iendship and, happily ,  it  rem ains so;  

unfor tunately, today’s generat ions have so m any other dist ract ions away from  

m eet ing and enjoying t im e with our culturally  diverse neighbours in Europe. We 

shall cont inue to t ry to reverse that  t rend!  Ours are not  grand towns;  they are not  

large, they are not  fam ous, they are not  known wor ldwide but  we are two great  

towns with the special bond of Twinning for  the past  32 years!  

Thank you to the Mayor of Swanley and to Swanley Town Council for  your 

cont inuing support  and to everyone involved this weekend;  thank you. Good 

health and happiness for  the future and long live our fr iendships and Twinning!  

Roger Bryan. 

PS. Chr issy, in part icular ,  has given a helping hand to the town of Rungis in their  

bid to find a suitable tw in town in England. The news is that  the init ial discussions 

between Rungis and Stansted Mount fit chet  in Essex were posit ive!  
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The Exchange W eekend 2 0 1 7   

A review  by Christ ine Hudson. 

“Another lovely weekend – I ’m  so glad it  went  well”  My thoughts as we waved 

goodbye to our French fr iends at  Ebbsfleet  on Bank Holiday Monday, after that  

superb Breakfast  together at  the Alexandra Suite. 

My role as Host ing Secretary was rather challenging this year as we welcom ed 

so m any new folk to Swanley – we had 2 new fam ilies to accom m odate – each 

with 3 children – and 2 new couples, not  to m ent ion our visitors from Rungis 

who were here to explore the possibilit y of a new Twinning exchange with 

Stansted Mount fitchet  in Essex. 

 

I  am  very grateful for all the help I  received from  our Chairm an, Roger, and 

our Treasurer, Audrey, in put t ing another successful weekend together for our 

visitors. 

Waddesdon Manor was wonderful – the vista down the avenue to those 

m assive “candlest icks”  m ade up of em pty Chateau Lafit te bot t les was such a 

surprise.  There was so m uch to delight  in inside and the I talian chandelier 

m ade up of broken crockery and cut lery was such fun and was captured on 

several cam eras in our party!   Our large party at  luncht im e was obviously a 

challenge for them , but  when the food did arr ive it  was good and we st ill had 

t im e to wander the gardens outside afterwards before our journey hom e. 

There was a lit t le m ore t im e in a m ore relaxed program m e this year to spend 

with our guests in a fam ily set t ing and I  know the various get - togethers in 

several hom es on both Saturday and Sunday evening were enjoyed.   

I  hope the folk from  Rungis got  a taste of what  twinning m eans to us. We 

rejoiced with them  on Monday m orning to learn that  their  reconnoit re and 

m eet ings at  Stansted had gone well,  and we look forward to helping them  in 

any way we can to m ake the new “Jum elage”  a successful reality. 

Christ ine Hudson 
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The Exchange W eekend 2 0 1 7   

An encouraging let ter  received from  Verr ières le Buisson. 

First  t im e in Swanley, what  a m agnificent  experience...!  

Last  weekend of April,  taking the Eurostar from  Paris to Ebbsfleet . The five of 

us, m y wife Florence and our three boys, Tanguy, Jonathan and Marco, are 

await ing our visit  to Swanley. After a warm  welcom e at  the railway stat ion, we 

went  off to the City Hall for the first  exchange with the host ing fam ilies and 

what  an honour to m eet  the town m ayor, Mr. Laurence Ball in person!   

We stayed with the Abibu fam ily and in the evening we enjoyed a five star 

dinner, during which we talked a lot  and exchanged our experiences between 

French and English (and Sierra Leone)  culture. Both adults and children spend 

a wonderful evening and our hosts were m ore than generous with us. 

Next  m orning, we took off on a specially chartered coach with great  num ber of 

our host ing fam ilies to visit  one of the rem aining of French luxury in Kent , the 

splendid Waddesdon Manor -  part  of the Nat ional Trust  -  and it 's great  variety 

of art  and histor ical contents.  

After a very interest ing visit ,  guided by audio phones in both French and 

English languages, the stom achs were really feeling em pty and a very 

appet izing lunch was shared in the ancient  kitchens of the Manor. 

The afternoon, we spent  visit ing the gardens and its art  statues. Thereafter we 

took off again by coach to join Swanley. 

 

After again and excellent  m eal with our host ing fam ily (Rose achieved culinary 

m iracles! ) , we had a good and well-deserved night 's sleep. 

Sunday m orning, the Twinning associat ion organised a full English breakfast  (a 

real delight ! ) , and Mr. Mayor honoured us again by his presence.  
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Several speeches, showing the m utual at tachm ent , respect  and joyfulness of 

French and English part icipants of the Twinning associat ion, closed this 

weekend, full of cultural, and hum an exchange within a really fr iendly and 

benevolent  atm osphere.  

After having said 'goodbye & t ill next  year ' to our host ing fam ilies, the French 

part icipants took of on the Eurostar, their  m inds full of joyful and precious 

m em ories. 'Brexit ' is not  yet  for tom orrow since these hum an exchanges at  

local level are really r ich and interest ing for both part ies.  

We hope seeing you in great  num bers next  year in Verr ières le Buisson, a big 

com plim ent  for the weekend's outstanding organisat ion by the Twinning 

associat ion and m any thanks to the host ing fam ilies for their  kind and m ost  

generous welcom e!  

I  would like to thank especially Brim a, Rose and Jam es, who m ade our stay 

unforget table. One weekend has been enough to create a m utual 

understanding and appreciat ion, and e-m ail addresses and phone num bers 

have been exchanged to follow up this init ial com ing together.  

Long life to the Twinning associat ion, and do not  hesitate to part icipate next  

year to this very worthy, hum an and cultural experience!  

Merci et  au revoir from  Erik Feenst ra & fam ily, first  t im e Twinning part icipants. 

Thanks so m uch to the Twinning associat ion and it 's m em bers and to our 

host ing fam ily Brim a & Rose who have been lovely and caretaking all weekend 

long!  

Regards from  Erik  Feenstra. 

The Exchange W eekend 2 0 1 7   

And another let ter  from  Verr ières! 

Jean-Louis From ant  gave m e your em ail address. So I  can send you this 

m essage. 

First  of all,  m y wife Agnès and I  we thank you very m uch for having received 

us in your house with Jean-Louis and Dom inique From ant . I t  was very kind of 

you and we were very pleased to be with you. 

You told m e you wanted I  wrote m y im pressions because it  was the first  t im e I  

went  in Swanley with the twinning Swanley/ Verr ières- le-Buisson. Here are m y 

feelings. 

We t ruly enjoyed this stay for several reasons. From  the chronological point  of 

view, we had the opportunity to know new people from  Verr ières- le-Buisson 

we would not  have m et  in other circum stances. We could appreciate the t ravel 

with EUROSTAR, for the first  t im e for m y wife and only the second t im e for m e. 

I t 's com fortable, fast  and not  too expensive. 

I t  was easy to m eet  together, English and French, in Ebbsfleet  stat ion and to 

go from  there to Swanley. After the recept ion in Swanley was nice. And we 

discovered Chrissy's pret ty house where we had a very good diner. Personally 

I  understood only nearly 80 %  of the interest ing conversat ion between 

Chrissy, Pat r icia from  Rungis, Jean-Louis, Dom inique.  
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But  it 's not  too bad, I  think. I ' ll do bet ter next  t im e. After a good night , we had 

the chance to have a good weather on Sunday. We visited with great  pleasure 

Waddesdon Manor whose collect ions of furniture, paint ings... are m arvellous.  

Then the second dinner and the second night  in Chrissy's house were as good 

as the first  ones. On Monday we appreciate a lot  the English breakfast  we had 

before going to Ebbsfleet  stat ion to take the EUROSTAR. On our return 

everything was OK. I  hope I ' ll see again people of Swanley, in France or in 

England. 

We thank you again, Chrissy. See you soon. 

Pierre Sabat ier  

 

A Sum m ary of the Monthly Ram bles: 

Brief reports for  each of the Ram bles with som e photos have been published in the 

quarter ly  Newslet ters and are/ will be available on the Twinning website:  

Apr il -  The Bluebell Walk at  Linton 

May – Ot ford 

June -  Shoreham  

July -  Farningham  

August  -  Cobham  

Septem ber -  Reculver Count ry Park 

October -  Swanley Village 

Novem ber -  Whitechapel 

Decem ber -  The Boxing Day Walk 

January 2017 -  Gravesend Riverside 

February – Halstead 

March -  High Elm s Count ry Park/ Cudham  

Sim ilar ly ,  the following Social and Civ ic events have been reported in the 

Newslet ters:  

August  -  Liz Adam s’ 90 th bir thday  

August  – Twinning Reunion Lunch  

Septem ber -  Forum  des Associat ions 

Septem ber -  A Moules/ Fr ites Evening  

Novem ber – Rem em brance Day 

Decem ber – Mem bers’ Chr istm as Dinner 

January – The Mayor ’s Visit  to Verr ières le Buisson. 

Roger Bryan 
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THANKS AND ACKNOWLTHANKS AND ACKNOWLEDGEMENTSEDGEMENTS   

The Com m it tee wishes to thank all those who have 

cont r ibuted to the product ion of this Annual Report  and the 

m em bers and fr iends who have m ade it  possible. 

Roger Bryan – Chairm an 

Audrey Haynes – Treasurer 

Brim a Abibu – Secretary 

Christ ine Hudson – Host ing Secretary 

Erik Feenst ra 

Pierre Sabat ier 

Rod Sharm an 

Jim  Dunn 

All our fr iends on both sides of the Channel 

 

 

 

Keep up to date with news on our website:  

ht tp: / / www.swanleytwinning.org.uk 

The website of Verr ières- le-Buisson is:  www.m air ie-verr ieres-91.fr   

Join Facebook and follow us at :  Swanley & Dist r ict  Twinning Associat ion  

	


